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The outcome of Interference No. 104808 and 104746 (Application Numbers: 08/888,057 and 08/781,752) have a 
material bearing on the patentability of the claims in this application. Prosecution in this application is SUSPENDED 
FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS from the maihng date of this letter. Upon suspension or termination of the 
interference, whichever is earlier, apphcant should make an inquiry as to the status of the appHcation. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the Examiner should be directed to Thaian 
N. Ton whose telephone number is (571) 272-0736. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 
from 8:00 to 5:00 (Eastern Standard Time), with alternating Fridays off. Should the Examiner be unavailable, inquiries 
should be directed to Ram Shukla, SPE of Art Unit 1632, at (571) 272-0735, Papers related to this apphcation may be 
submitted to Group 1600 by facsimile transmission. Papers should be faxed to Group 1600 via the Official Fax at (571) 
273-8300. The faxing of such papers must conform with the notice published in the Official Gazette, 1096 OG 30 
(November 15, 1989). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the 
PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact 
the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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